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SUBJECT: PROGRAMMING OF SPTF FOR ARGENTINA 

REF: BA- 1330 

1 . ON MARCH 3, IDB REPRESENTATIVE ALFONSO GRADOS INFORMED 
EMBASSY THAT IDB EXPERTS WILL BE VISITING ARGENTINA IN ABOUT 
THREE WEEKS TO DEVELOP PROGRAMMING FOR TWO PROJECTS USING 
SPTF FUNDS: $7.5 MILLION TO BE USED AS SEED CAPITAL FOR THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF SAVINGS AND LOAN INSTITUTIONS TO FINANCE LOW 
COST HOUSING AND $2.5 MILLION PROGRAM TO COMBAT CHAGAS DISEASE. 
THE CHAGAS PROGRAM WOULD BE REGIONAL IN SCOPE, INCLUDING 
BOTH PARAGUAY AND BOLIVIA. HE SAID THAT THESE TWO PROJECTS 
HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE GOA. 

2. GRADOS INDICATED THAT A THIRD PROJECT UNDER CONSIDERATION 
WOULD PROVIDE ASSISTANCE FOR TRAINING CENTERS ALONG ARGENTINA'S 
BORDERS. THE BENEFICIARIES WOULD BE LOW-INCOME POPULATION 
WITH A MINIMUM LEVEL OF EDUCATION. THE TRAINING CENTERS WOULD 
EMPHASIZE DEVELOPMENT OF PRACTICAL SKILLS AND IN PARTICULAR 
HANDICRAFTS. 

3. COMMENT: WITH IDB'S DIRECT INVOLVEMENT IN PROGRAMMING, 

THE PROSPECTS FOR USE OF ARGENTINA'S SPTF FUNDS HAVE 
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IMPROVED. 
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